The

State |

of Our Union

In early 2019, more than 5,000 participants from 54 top colleges and universities came together at annual PossePlus Retreats (PPRs)* to discuss the
state of our union. The retreats, named after the annual address given by the President of the United States, explored students' perspectives on salient
social and political issues ranging from healthcare and immigration to public safety and the economy. The following infographic captures notable
findings from a survey of student PPR attendees. In several places, findings are juxtaposed with U.S. public opinion polls to demonstrate how students’
attitudes compare to those of the general public.

Race relations, immigration, healtheare-andclimate change are among the most
criticalissues for PPR student attendees

Allin all, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in this country today?

Of those who are dissatisfied, students
explalned it was because of...
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In comparison, 31% of the U.S. public say they are satisfied and 67% say they are dissatisfied.!
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PPR Respondents believe the most pressing issue in the United States today is...
(Percent of students who mentioned this issue)
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Immigration  Racism/Race Relations  Economic Issues Inequality (general)  Climate Change -
T 23.3% 18.3% 8.0% 7.0% 5.5%
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Since 1993, The Posse Foundation and Posse Scholars, in conjunction with partner colleges and unrversrt/es have facilitated annual weekend-l ong
— retreats attended by members of the partner institution'starger studentbody, facutty-and-administration, with-the goat of disctissing an impertant —
issue identified by Posse Scholars. During each PPR weekend, a cross section of the campus community comes together to talk about the topic on
a national, campus and personal level. By creating a safe space for dialogue between campus community members who may not ordinarily interact -
with one another, PPRs today have become-an-importantforum to engage insacial, cultural and political issues.
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How important should each of the following factors be in making decisions about college admissions?
PPR Respondents U.S. Public®
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In contrast to the general public, students more
strongly advocate for gun control policies and

3 reducedprisonpoputations —— —
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— - 63.0% of the U.S. public say they support restoring voting rights
to individuals who have committed a felony after they have
completed their entire sentence.’
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What word best describes your feeling about the U.S. health care system? ~ Have you or anyone you know ever
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How much responsibility should each of the following have in making sure that the American workforce
has the right skills and education to be successful in today's economy?
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For the annual State of the Union address, the United States President sifts through data chosen from their agencies and committees, then delivers a
report to Congress and the nation about the health of the country. In a modified version of this process, 2019 PPR attendees participated in three days
of engaging, interactive, and sometimes challenging workshops, discussions and activities. Students crafted their own picture of the state of the union
throughout the retreats: though they are largely dissatisfied with the way things are going in this country, they have clear priorities for the future. PPR
participants envision a country that addresses race relations, improves the educational system, provides health coverage and fights global climate
change. Most believe that colleges and the K-12 school system should play a significant role in creating a workforce that is ready to succeed in today's
economy. They want to reduce the prison population and see stricter gun laws passed; most think the government should ensure health care for all
Americans, view immigration positively and have less confidence in the police than the U.S. public. And although some have concerns about their
financial futures, many still hope to achieve pieces of the American Dream.

PPR Respondent group demographics

Average ege: 19.8. i Posse Scholars: 54.9%

Race Sex Political philosophy
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.4% Prefer to self-describe 0.7% . .
American Indian/Alaskan Native 0.1% Prefer not to say 0.4% Very conservative 0.4%
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Neighborhood growing up Socioeconomic class High school type
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Middle class
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Lower-middle

H.-EN ..
class -

32.9% Charter Parochial Private Public Other

Students could select multiple responses; total
exceeds 100%

The PossePlus Summit

In honor of Posse’s 30th anniversary, The Posse Foundation, together with the Aspen
Institute, hosted the inaugural PossePlus Summit on June 6-7, 2019. The event,
sponsored by Deloitte, was held at Deloitte University in Westlake, Texas.

The summit revisited the 2019 PPR topic, “The State of Our Union.” Through interactive
workshops, forums with guest speakers and networking opportunities with other
leaders, the Summit provided a space for student participants to report on and

amplify the conversations and stories from their PPRs. One hundred and fifty student
delegates from Posse's 54 college and university partners participated in the Summit.
These delegates, approximately half of whom were Posse Scholars, were selected from
among the 5,000 students who attended PPRs earlier in the year. Also in attendance
were leaders from the business, philanthropic and higher education communities.

The weekend-long programming commenced with a Q&A discussion with former United
States Secretary of Education Arne Duncan. Secretary Duncan shared his own concerns
about the country and offered advice for how best to address issues of importance with
people in positions of power. Following the Q&A and in preparation for the town hall,
Posse and Aspen Institute members facilitated workshops with delegates that closely
examined PPR survey findings on the state of the union. The weekend concluded with a
town hall moderated by Emmy Award-winning journalist Frank Sesno and live-streamed
by NBCU's Telemundo.

The highlight and final event of the summit—the town hall—addressed the five most
pressing issues in the U.S. identified by students during the retreats: immigration,
racism, inequality, education and climate change. Delegates shared their opinions

and personal experiences on each of the topics and discussed the role that young
people can play in addressing issues by more actively participating in U.S. democracy.
The result of the town hall was a dynamic conversation worthy of the nation's attention.
One student delegate spoke of his experience migrating from Palestine to the United
States and how the PPR influenced his perspective. Another told a harrowing story
about aninteraction with law enforcement and advocated for building stronger
relationships between police and the communities they patrol. A third talked about the
stress related to experiencing a classroom setting as a minority, and another described
the pain his family endured when his father was deported.

There were moments of both animated disagreement and profound empathy.
Ultimately, the student delegates engineered an enlightening conversation within a
room as diverse as the nation itself. Frank Sesno ended the town hall with a message of
hope for the nation and a charge to the delegates: “You will own the future, and you will
shape it. You just saw how and it starts right now. | beg you to keep this conversation

going.”

To view the PosseSummit town hall event in its entirety, please visit
possefoundation.org/posseplussummit
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