








Posse Alumna Profile

Tiffany Schiffner  
DePauw University
Psychologist, Brightside Psychology & Internal Medicine

Tiffany Schiffner is a licensed psychologist in private practice at 
Brightside Psychology & Internal Medicine in Orlando, Florida, where 
she is also an adjunct professor at Rollins College. 

As a first-generation college student, 
Tiffany became a member of the second 
Posse at DePauw University, graduating 
magna cum laude with a degree in 
psychology and minors in anthropology 
and Latin American studies. 

In 2008, she earned her Ph.D. in 
counseling psychology at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) 
and completed a clinical internship and 
post-doctoral residency at Duke University, 
accomplishments she says she owes Posse—
and her beloved mentor, fellow Posse 
alumna Shirley Collado—a great deal of 
credit for.

“During my congratulatory Posse 
dinner as a 17 year old, I was blessed to hear 
Shirley share her personal and professional 
story of being a Posse Scholar herself at 
Vanderbilt and receiving her Ph.D. in 
psychology at Duke University. She was 
a fiery, passionate, Dominican woman 
who embodied the reality of making it. I 
whispered to myself, ‘I’m going to be just 
like her.’”

Tiffany grew up in the Elmhurst section 
of Queens, New York, with her parents and 
older sister in a family with strong Puerto 
Rican roots. From an early age she loved to 
read and took school very seriously.

“My friends knew me to always be 
studying. I would hang out and have fun 
but I would have my vocabulary flash cards 
with me.”

Tiffany was an active and involved student 
at LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and 
Performing Arts in New York City and says 
Aspira, a New York-based youth development 
program for Latino youth, recognized her 
right away as an ideal Posse candidate.

Once at DePauw, Tiffany says the 
academic training she received was amazing 
and the support of Posse helped her take 
full advantage of it.

“Posse helped boost my self-efficacy 
and confidence to achieve bigger and better 
dreams. I don’t think I would have ever 
considered graduate school had it not been 
for the fact that Posse helped me graduate 
from a prestigious university.”

Tiffany’s inspired approach to her 
studies has never gone unnoticed and in 
fact has been an inspiration to the many 
professors and mentors who have taken 
her under their wing, recalling her as: “One 
of our best success stories.” “Wonderfully 
gifted and full of energy with a vision of 
what she wants to accomplish.” “Exuberant.” 
“One of the students that I know I will 
remember through the rest of my career.”

Tiffany has received numerous awards 
including the Outstanding Student 
Medal for master’s level students from 
the UIUC College of Education and the 
National Latina/o Psychology Association 
Dissertation Award for her research on 
sexual health beliefs among the Latino 
population. Her work has been published in 
such journals as the Monitor on Psychology 
and Cultural Diversity & Ethnic Minority 
Psychology. 

As a Ronald E. McNair graduate mentor, 
Tiffany has taught fellow first-generation 
college students research and career 
development skills. She has high hopes for 
promising young people with big dreams 
whose urban experience mirrors her own.

“I think about a lot of the kids that 
are in Queens or in the South Bronx who 
are trying to make it out of there. Posse is 
going to be able to give that opportunity to 
them. I got a chance to live it and it’s just 
overwhelming.”

“I don’t think I would have ever 

considered graduate school 

had it not been for the fact that 

Posse helped me graduate from 

a prestigious university.”
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Ryan Letada 
Wheaton College
Business Development Associate, Catchafire 
Co-founder, Education Kindling

The two greatest things that have always motivated Ryan Letada are 
his parents’ example of hard work and a deep commitment to the 
progress of the struggling country his family left behind.

Ryan was born in Kuwait to Filipino 
immigrant parents who fled poverty in their 
home country. Leaving Ryan and his two 
siblings behind, his parents came to the 
United States to pursue a better life. When 
Ryan was 11 years old, the family reunited 
in the Kingsbridge neighborhood of the 
Bronx, New York, where Ryan faced difficult 
times integrating socially as one of the 
only Asian students in a largely African-
American and Hispanic community. “What 
I remember most about my neighborhood 
was how different I was from everyone else.”

As the oldest son, Ryan felt considerable 
pressure to make enough money to help 
support his extended family still living in 
the Philippines. At the age of 14, he started 
his own DJ business and with his mother’s 
strong encouragement planned to follow in 
her footsteps and become a nurse, a career 
that she felt would ensure financial stability.

“My plan was to go to a state school and 
pursue nursing. I didn’t consider college as 
an opportunity to explore myself and my 
identity. I didn’t see it as an opportunity 
to explore my passion and really discover 
meaning in life. Because of Posse I am living 
a purpose-driven life.”

His entrepreneurial spirit helped 
Ryan win an opportunity to attend 
Wheaton College. While on campus, he 
not only pursued his interest in economic 
development, but he also demonstrated 
commitment to global issues as a leader and 
activist, serving as chair of the intercultural 
tier of the Student Government Association 
and founding a Tsunami relief organization. 
He also founded the Wheaton Investment 
Association.

“Posse Scholars create and lead 
programs that make a lasting impact on 

campuses. When I started at Wheaton I was 
a minority, but I was encouraged by the fact 
that I brought a unique perspective. I used 
my Filipino-American immigrant history 
to contribute to the growth of the campus 
community.”

In 2008, Ryan graduated from Wheaton 
magna cum laude with a bachelor’s in 
economics and a minor in sociology. He 
was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to 
pursue a 10-month research project in the 
Philippines.

“I studied mass eviction of urban 
communities in order to look at innovative 
ways to provide economic opportunities 
to people in squatter communities—how 
to build sustainable and economically 
vibrant cities. And what I found is that 
the true foundation of creating successful 
communities is education. That really 
propelled me to start an organization 
that would provide children in the 
Philippines with 21st century educational 
opportunities.”

In 2009, just one year out of college, 
Ryan founded Education Kindling or 
eKindling, a non-profit social venture 
that seeks to bring education technologies 
and new ways of digital learning to 
children, classrooms and communities 
across the Philippines. Only a few years 
old, this growing enterprise has already 
helped deploy laptops to 100 students in 
two schools in rural villages in Lubang, 
Mindoro, Philippines.

“The premise of eKindling is to 
transform children and students into 
change-makers who are really going to 
contribute to developing their communities. 
Our approach is not just about providing 
them access to computers; it’s really using 

technology to help them become engaged 
global citizens in this increasingly digital 
and interconnected world.”

While continuing to grow the impact 
and reach of eKindling, Ryan also works 
as a business development associate 
at Catchafire, a skills-based volunteer 
matching platform that links professionals 
with non-profits and social enterprises that 
need their help.

“I care about sustainable enterprise-
based solutions that address the 
world’s most pressing cultural, social, 
environmental and economic problems. 
I believe in living a life of service and 
genuinely creating value that will push local, 
national and global communities forward.”

“What I found is that the 
true foundation of creating 
successful communities is 
education. That really propelled 
me to start an organization that 
would provide children in the 
Philippines with 21st century 
educational opportunities.”
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Appendix A: Respondents’ Colleges and Universities
Babson College
Bowdoin University
Brandeis University
Bryn Mawr College
Bucknell University
Carleton College
Centre College
Claremont McKenna College
Colby College
Denison University
DePauw University

Dickinson College
Franklin & Marshall College
Grinnell College
Hamilton College
Lafayette College
Lawrence University
Lehigh University
Middlebury College
Oberlin College
Pomona College
Rice University

Sewanee: The University  
of the South

Trinity College
Union College
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign
University of Michigan
University of Wisconsin–Madison
Vanderbilt University
Wheaton College

Appendix B: Posse Career Partners
826 Foundation-Boston
Academy for Urban School 

Leadership
The Allstate Corporation
AMB Property Corporation
American Girl
American Liver Foundation, Greater 

Los Angeles Division
Asia Society
The Associated Press
Bank of America
Barlow Respiratory Hospital 

Foundation
Black Entertainment Television
Bloomberg L.P.
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

Massachusetts

The Boston Globe
Boston Lawyers Group
Boston Museum of Science
Boston Red Sox
Boston Teacher Residency
Breakthrough Collaborative
Camp of Dreams
The Capital Group Companies
Center for Progressive Leadership
Center for Talented Youth
Chicago Committee for Minorities in 

Large Law Firms
Chicago Freedom School
Chicago Trading Company
Citizen Schools, Inc.
City of New York, Department of 

Parks & Recreation

City of New York, Office of the Mayor
City Year
College Summit
Columbia Management Group
Conservation Law Foundation
Creative Artists Agency
Credit Suisse
Crossroads for Kids, Inc.
DC Public Library
DC Public Schools-Urban Education 

Leaders Internship Program
Deloitte
Discovery Communications
Double H Ranch
Douglas Gould and Company
ESPN
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Appendix B: Posse Career Partners (cont.)
Fidelity Investments
The Field Museum
Fiduciary Trust Company
FINRA
The Fiver Children’s Foundation
The Fresh Air Fund
Friends of the National Zoo
Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation
Golden Apple Foundation
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Goodwin Procter LLP
Harlem RBI
Harlem United Community AIDS 

Center
Harvard Business School Summer 

Venture in Management Program
Health Net, Inc.
Hill, Holliday, Connors, Cosmopulos 

Inc.
The Hole in the Wall Gang Camps
Humanity In Action
Institute for Contemporary Art (ICA/

Boston)
Institute for Recruitment of Teachers
Institute of International Education
International Documentary 

Association
Jones Lang LaSalle
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Let’s Get Ready
Lockton Insurance Brokers, Inc.
Los Angeles Unified School District 

Ethics Office
Marquette Associates, Inc.
Massachusetts General Hospital

MATCH Corps
Midwest Academy
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy 

LLP
Moody’s Investors Service
Morgan, Brown & Joy LLP
Mount Sinai School of Medicine
MTV Networks
The Museum of Contemporary Art
National Association of Security 

Professionals
National Basketball Association
National Trust for Historic 

Preservation
Nestlé Waters North America Inc.
New England Aquarium
The Nielsen Company
Nordstrom
Northwestern Center for Talent 

Development
Office of Council Member Tom 

LaBonge
Office of Senator Richard J. Durbin
Old Mutual Asset Management
O’Melveny and Myers, LLP
The Painted Turtle Camp
PBS
Pearson
Penguin Group (USA)
Plymouth Rock Assurance 

Corporation
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Princeton-Blairstown Center
Putnam Investments Reebok 

International, Ltd.
Richard Kibbe & Orbe LLP

Rush University Medical Center
Shedd Aquarium
Southern California Edison
Spencer Stuart
St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital Center 

CARES Program
STAPLES Center Foundation
Starcom MediaVest Group
Starting Bloc
State Street Corporation
Steppenwolf Theatre Company
Story Corps
Student Conservation Association
Suffolk Construction
Teach for America
Time Warner Inc.
The Travelers Companies, Inc.
Tufts Sackler School of Biomedical 

Sciences
Uncommon Schools
United Nations Foundation
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission
The Walt Disney Company
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
White House Internship Program
William Blair & Company
World Wide Workshop
WorldTeach
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Endnotes

1.	� Underrepresented minorities include African-American/Black, 
Hispanic (non-white)/Latino, and American Indian or Alaska 
Native.

2.	� Posse Institute analysis using College Results Online databank 
tool, The Education Trust, 2009. www.collegeresults.org.

3.	� U.S. Census Bureau News. An Older and More Diverse Nation 
by Midcentury. August 14, 2008. Retrieved from http://www.
census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/population/cb08-
123.html

 4.	�Lower socio-economic backgrounds refers to respondents who 
indicated that they were in the “lower” or “working” class while 
growing up.

5.	� Kosmin, Barry A. and Ariela Keysar, American Religious 
Identification Survey (ARIS 2008) Summary Report March 
2009. Retrieved from http://commons.trincoll.edu/aris/
publications/aris-2008-summary-report/.

6.	� Education and Public Safety Policy Brief. Justice Policy 
Institute. August 29, 2007. Retrieved from http://www.
justicepolicy.org/research/1958. 

7.	� U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS), “Public School 
Questionnaire,” 1999–2000, 2003–04, and 2007–08; “Private 
School Questionnaire,” 1999–2000, 2003–04, and 2007–08; 
and “Charter School Questionnaire,” 1999–2000.

8.	� U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics, BPS:2009 Beginning Postsecondary Students. 
Computation by NCES QuickStats on 11/29/2011.

9.	� U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS), “Public School 
Questionnaire,” 1999–2000, 2003–04, and 2007–08; “Private 
School Questionnaire,” 1999–2000, 2003–04, and 2007–08; 
and “Charter School Questionnaire,” 1999–2000.

10.	�Swanson, Christopher B., Ph.D., Cities in Crisis 2009: Closing 
the Graduation Gap. Editorial in Projects in Education 
Research Center, 2009.

11.	�Immediate college enrollment rate is considered the 
percentage of high school completers who attend college in 
the fall immediately after high school graduation.

12.	�U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics, Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS), “Public 
School Questionnaire,” 1999–2000, 2003–04, and 2007–08; 
“Private School Questionnaire,” 1999–2000, 2003–04, and 
2007–08; and “Charter School Questionnaire,” 1999–2000.

13.	�ACT scores were converted to SAT scores using the SAT-ACT 
concordance table provided by The ACT. Retrieved from http://
www.act.org/aap/concordance/

14.	�Posse Institute analysis using College Results Online databank 
tool, The Education Trust, 2009. www.collegeresults.org.

15.	�U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics, 1998–99, 2003–04, and 2008–09 Integrated 
Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), “Completions 
Survey” (IPEDS–C:99) and Fall 2004 and 2009.

16.	�This data is from the year 2009 for workers aged 25 to 34; 
those with a high school diploma or equivalent earn a median 
annual salary of $30,000 versus $45,000 for those with a 
Bachelor’s degree.

17.	�U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Current 
Population Survey (CPS), Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement, selected years, 1981–2010.

18.	�Gallup, State of the States, 2010. Retrieved from http://www.
gallup.com/poll/125066/State-States.aspx

19.	�The New York Times/CBS News/MTV Poll of 17–29 Year olds. 
June 15–23, 2007. Retrieved from http://graphics8.nytimes.
com/packages/pdf/politics/20070627_POLL.pdf



Babson College 

Bard College* 

Boston University 

Brandeis University* 

Bryn Mawr College 

Bucknell University** 

Carleton College 

Centre College  

Colby College 

The College of Wooster 

Connecticut College 

Denison University* 

DePauw University* 

Dickinson College* 

Franklin & Marshall College* 

Grinnell College* 

Hamilton College* 

Kalamazoo College 

Lafayette College* 

Lawrence University 

Middlebury College* 

Mount Holyoke College

Northwestern University 

Oberlin College 

Pepperdine University 

Pomona College 

Sewanee:  The University of the South

Syracuse University**

Texas A&M University*

Trinity College* 

Tulane University* 

Union College 

University of California, Berkeley 

University of California, Los Angeles 

University of Ill inois at Urbana-
Champaign 

University of Pennsylvania

University of Southern California

University of Wisconsin-Madison***

Vanderbilt University

Wheaton College

college+university partners

     *	�Dual-city partners award 20 Posse Scholarships annually and 
recruit Posses from two different program sites each year.

  **	�Tri-city partners award 30 Posse Scholarships annually and recruit  
Posses from three different program sites each year.

***	�Quad-city partners award 40 Posse Scholarships annually and 
recruit Posses from four different program sites each year.
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national board of directors
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Deborah Bial, President + Founder
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Susie Scher, Treasurer

Michael Ainslie, Chair Emeritus
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Eric Beckman	
Robbie Oxnard Bent	
Alastair Borthwick	
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Hon. David N. Dinkins	
Martin Frederic Evans	
Richard D. Fain	
Harold Ford, Jr.	
Michele Ganeless	
Kelly Granat	
James S. Hoyte	
Barbara Janulis	
David G. Kabiller	
Steven M. Lefkowitz	
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Bruce Macleod	
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Frank Sesno	
Eugene B. Shanks, Jr.	
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Timothy H. Ubben	

life directors
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Gary Orfield
Pamela Shriver
Harry Smith
Lesley Stahl

atlanta advisory board
Philip M. Pead, Chair
Jack Capers
John L. Hatfield
Suzanne D. Patterson
Carl E. Peoples
Jim Price
Roland Pritchett
Paul Quiner
Gerald V. Thomas II

boston advisory board
Paul J. Selian, Chair
Hector Rene Acevedo
Lawson Prince Allen
Timothy E. Codrington
Chris S. Crawford
Richard Fentin
Linda Tilton Gibson
James S. Hoyte
Joseph Paresky
Paul T. Quistberg
Catherine A. Saunders
Ngoc Dang Tran

chicago advisory board
Eric N. Macey, Chair
Rod Adams
Kathleen Cantillon
Celeste Center
Tamara Cooper Dempsey
Yemi Erku
Patricia Wilson Fridley
T. Kendall Hunt
Gary Kirshenbaum
J. Stuart Kruse
Jon A. Levey
Richard Metzler
Alan Myers
Jorge A. Quezada
Ronald Schutz
Ronak Sheth
Hon. Amy J. St. Eve
Mark Taylor
Erich Tengelsen
Timothy H. Ubben

d.c. advisory board
Frank Sesno, Chair
Bob Barrett
Donella P. Brockington
Bonnie Cohen
William E. Cook, Jr.
Joan I. Fabry
Jeyson Florez
John Gilkes
Caroline H. Little

Walter Lohmann
James Owen Mathews
Camille Riggs Mosley
Carla L. Peterson
Thomas W. Rabaut
David M. Riley
Cristina Sacco
Lydia W. Thomas, Ph.D.

los angeles advisory board
Eric Beckman, Chair
Brentt Baltimore
Marc Cohen
Deborah Ruosch Conrad
Jonathan Glickman
Lee Hutter
Kenneth Moelis
Elias Rangel
Jason Reese
Eric Schiffer
Leslie Schwartz
Lisa A. Smith
Salvador Torres, Jr.
Rajneesh Vig
Craig Wadler
Kevin M. Wernick
James Wilcox

miami advisory board
Thomas D. Avazian
David K. Black
Jason O. Colon
Sabrina R. Ferris
Joanna Grover-Watson
Michael Peacock
Eleni Pryles Kalisch
José Tomas
Jean-Pierre Trouillot

new york advisory board
Kelly Granat, Chair
Jeffrey Ahl
Joe DePlasco
Charles Edel
Richard C. Gay
Chris Heffernan
David Kranich
Engy Lamour
Nancy Mistretta
Jack Murphy
Monique L. Nelson
Kevin Reilly
Ethan Riegelhaupt
Carlos G. Salcedo
Craig Weeks
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