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Penn Posse 1 Scholar Nicole Cone’s 
candid, dynamic and vivacious personality 
is always apparent. She is socially 
conscious and actively invested in issues 
that matter to her. 

As a junior in high school, Nicole 
founded Raise Your Voice, a youth group 
that uses creative endeavors to inspire 
members to raise awareness in their 
communities about contemporary issues 
that matter to them.

This passion for youth development 
also showed up in Nicole’s involvement 
with Project Poise, an organization created 
in tandem with the local Miami Boys & 
Girls Club, whose mission is to help young 
women battle low self-esteem and become 
empowered leaders.

Fusing her passion for female 
empowerment and the arts, Nicole has 
become a presence within the performing 
arts community at Penn. She was cast in 
a production of Eve Ensler’s “The Vagina 
Monologues” and took interest in working 
as a sound technician for the African 
American Arts Alliance and shortly 
thereafter, becoming secretary of the club.  
She now works as a box office clerk at the 
Annenberg Center for Performing Arts.

Another unique accomplishment of 

Nicole’s is the T-shirt business that she 
launched as a high school junior called 
“Color Outside the Lines.” After buying a 
silk screening machine online, she began 
making T-shirts that take common phrases 
and cross out the negativity in them, 
turning them into inspirational messages. 

In her first year, Nicole has been 
tutoring local students and serving as a 
teacher’s aide through the University’s 
Community School Student Partnership.  
This summer, Nicole will be interning 
with Say Yes To Education, Inc., a national 

nonprofit education foundation founded 
by a University of Pennsylvania alumnus, 
trustee and strong supporter of Posse, 
George Weiss. 

Nicole attributes much of her growth 
and success thus far to Posse. “Posse has 
helped me to adjust a lot better,” she says.

“Twelve months ago, I never thought 
such a great opportunity would have come 
around. I’m just so grateful that Posse 
Miami started during my senior year so 
that I could have this great opportunity 
and begin a legacy.”* 
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Penn Scholar Begins Legacy of Campus Leadership

University of Pennsylvania Posse 1 Scholar Nicole Cone. 
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